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EUROCHAMBRES: EU and Turkish
Chambers intensify cooperation to the
benefit of business

Print e-mail

The FINANCIAL - A recent survey, conducted by EUROCHAMBRES and
the Union of Turkish Chambers (TOBB), revealed that Turkish
companies are not sufficiently informed about current EU accession
negotiations and its potential impact on their business. It also pointed at
“Chambers of Commerce” as a prime source of information and support
to bridge this knowledge gap.

Against this background, EUROCHAMBRES and TOBB

have launched today a new training cycle on EU legislation, targeting
Chamber executives from across Turkey. The launch took place in
Ankara, in the presence of Michael Vogele, First Secretary (Head of
Section Financial Co-operation, Institution Building Civil Society) of the
European Commission’s Delegation in Turkey.

"The training is aimed at 50 Turkish Chamber executives and will
comprise six modules: an introductory module on the functioning of the
EU, EU-Turkey relations, EU accession negotiations and European
lobbying, and then five other modules covering issues of particular
interest for Turkish businesses (competition, trade, taxation, social
policy, innovation, etc.). Courses will take place in Ankara and Istanbul,
implemented in cooperation with ATAUM and the Bahcesehir
University," EUROCHAMBRES reports.

Rifat Hisarcikhoglu, President of TOBB, said: “After this training,
Turkish Chambers will be able to further improve their services towards
their member companies, and familiarise them with the so-called acquis
communautaire. They will raise their profile and be recognised as a
contact point on EU affairs.”

Arnaldo Abruzzini, Secretary General of EUROCHAMBRES, added: “This
training is the Chambers’ response to a demand for greater information
on EU legislation. We trust that if Chambers are better informed about
EU affairs, their member businesses will ultimately be better informed as
well, and this will positively impact on their relation with their EU
counterparts.”

ETCF and CASE: two projects promoting the acquis communautaire

The EU Training Programme for Turkish Chambers Executives is one of
the components of the EU-Turkey Chambers Forum (ETCF), a two-year
project financed by the European Union and implemented by
EUROCHAMBRES and TOBB. ETCF aims at strengthening long-term co-
operation between the Turkish Chambers and their counterparts in the
EU, thus promoting the integration of EU and Turkish business
communities.

ETCF, however, is not the only Chamber programme aimed at
improving knowledge about European legislation. Another example is
the CASE project (Chambers towards Acquis Support and business
Ethics), aimed at helping business communities in Croatia, Turkey,
Romania and Bulgaria successfully manage the economic integration
process with the EU.

Turkish companies having successfully participated in the CASE
programme were also present in Ankara today, to receive a Certificate
acknowledging their completion of the Acquis Audit.
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Citi Reports First Quarter
Revenues of $24.8 Billion

The FINANCIAL - Citigroup Inc.
(NYSE: C) on April 17 reported net
income for the first quarter of 2009
of $1.6 billion and a loss per share of
$0.18, based on 5,385 million
shares outstanding. Revenues of
$24.8 billion were driven by strong
results in the Institutional Clients
Group, partially offset by net write-
downs.

Read more...

« UniCredit: Fitch changes long-term
rating to "A" from "A +", affirms
short-term rating "F 1"

« Visa Report Indicates Visitor Card
Spending Up in Canada

s Raiffeisenbank Offers New
Raiffeisen Teleinfo Service

™ MARKETS

SGX Announces Launch Of
World's First OTC Iron Ore
Swap Clearing

The FINANCIAL - Singapore
Exchange Limited (SGX)
announced on April 17 the launch
of the world’s first clearing of over-
the-counter (OTC) Iron Ore Swap
contracts on Monday, 27 April
2009.
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